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JOINT PLANNING CONFERENCE IN RICHMOND 
By Paul P. Oppermann, Assistant Director 


The Second Joint Planning Conference of the 
American City Planning Institute, the American 
Planning and Civic Association and the American 
Society of Planning Officials, which was held at 
Richmond, Virginia last week, was attended by more 
than 250 people from every section of the country 
and from planning at all levels of government. 
This year's program as contrasted with that of 
last yeur's Cincinnati conference, placed greater 
emphasis on the growing scope of planning as op- 
posed to the planning of urban communities which 
was the major topic of the joint conference a year 
ago. 


Tuesday was several ten-minute talks by represen- { 
tatives of state departments of Virginia. 

Congressman Maverick of Texas, in his address 
at the Tuesday night banquet, gave striking illus- 
trations of the great need for conservation of our 
natural resources. Flood problems, dust storms, 
destruction of lands, minerals, and of human beings 
must be stopped. We cannot, like the pioneers of 
eurlier days, move West,nor can we leave the coun- 
try, the Congressman said; it is our duty to take 
immediate steps to conserve the resources we have 
in lands and people. 





City Planning was by 


The program of the 





no means neglected at 
Richmond and important 
contributions to the lit- 
erature of analysis and 
solution oof municipal 
planning problems were 
made. Clifford WW. Ham, 
director of the American 
Municipal Association,in 
his paper, "The City Of- 
ficial Needs the Plan", 
pointed out the gap be- 
tween long-term planning 
and short-term appropri- 
ations. Mr. Ham also 
stressed the need of win- 
ning public support and 





third day began with the 
breakfast session on edu- 
cation presided over by 
Henry V. Hubbard,and one 
on planning administra- 
tion with Alfred Bettman 
in the chair. The morn- 
ing session was devoted 
to several short talks 
on aspects of state plan- 
ning by Miss Elisabeth 
Herlihy and Messrs. Ron- 
ald,Treadway and Messick. 

The subject of re- | 
gionalism occupied Wed- 
nesday afternoon and was 
discussed in three papers 








enthusiasm to assure plans 
being put into effect. 





Colontat Capitol, Williamsburg 


by Charles Eliot, George 


Photo by WHBY Renner, and Marshall Di- 





Charles Bennett, city plan engineer of Milwau- 
kee, told the planners that he believed the con- 
version of elected officials to the need for plan- 
ning to be the first duty of the planning techni- 
cian. Mr. Bennett described City Planning as "the 
highest form of municipal research". 

The two speakers mentioned above were on the 
first day's program, which included L. Segoe, who 
described the urbanism study of the National Re- 
sources Committee, Russell V. Bleck and Frederick 
Bigger, who treated aspects of housin,;, developments 
in relation to the city plan. 

The Monday program was lightened and topped 
off by what proved to be avery diverting skit 
parodying the devolutions of "The Zoning Board of 
Adjustment in Session". 

Tuesday morning was devoted to county plan- 
ning. Philip Elwood of Iowa stated his conviction 
that the county is the future basic unit of plan- 
ning. A review of county planning progress was 
presented for the country at large, and a descrip- 
tion of a "new approach to county planning", that 
of Appanoose in the State of Iowa, were included 
in Mr. Elwood's paper. 

County agricultural councils, the Georgia- 
Eastern Coast District and the programs of Tennes- 
see counties were outlined in the papersof Messrs. 
Albert Black, McIntosh, and Gimre respectively. 

A valuable fexuture of the luncheon session on 
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* mock - all identified 
with the recent notable report on the subject pub- 
lished by the National Resources Committee. 

ASPO held its annual meeting at noon on Wed- 
nesday and reelected the officers of its first 
year. Also three new directors, whose names are 
listed elsewhere in this issue of the News Letter. 

Four basic aspects of national planning - pop- 
ulation, industry, water, and public works - con- 
prised the afternoon's program. Frank Lorimer, 
Gardiner Means and Abel Wolman of the National Re- 
sources Committee, and Fred Schnepfe of the Public 
Works Administration, gave able presentations of 
these subjects. 

The formal program completed, about one hun- 
dred of the members of the Conference journeyed to 
Williamsburg, the old capitalof Colonial Virginia, 
to view the reconstructed public buildings, tav- 
erns, houses and gardens. 

There were expressions of regret from some of 
the conferees at Richmond that the overly large 
number of papers, or the length of some of then, 
rendered the scheduled discussion of the matters § 
treated utterly impossible without breaking into § 
luncheon or dinner sessions. 

Congratulations are due Morton L. Wallerstein 
of Richmond for his skillful handling of arrange- 
ments for what was, in addition to being a very 
successful conference, a delightful sojourn in one 
of the distinguished cities of the South. 
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NEWS FLASHES 


The Senate has passed the Lewis Bill changing 
the name of the Department of Interior to the De- 
partment of Conservation. Our Washington corres- 
pondent advises us that the real meat of the mea- 
sure was stricken out, namely those sections deal- 
ing with functions of the Department of Agriculture 
relating to conservation which it was proposed be 
transferred. On the other hand, Mr. Kleberg of 
Texas has submitted a bill which would bring into 
the Department of Agriculture those functions deal- 
ing with the use and conservationof soil which are 
now under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Recla- 
mation. 





The Bill for the creation of a permanent Na- 
tional Planning Board as reported out by the Senate 
Committee was brought up for advancement but was 
passed over because of the objection of Senator 
King of Utah. 








Rockefeller City Paul Gottsche, Copenhagen 


PLANNING AT 


The School of Architecture of Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology announces two graduate re- 
search scholarships in City Planning for 1936-37. 
These scholarships of $500.00 each, covering tui- 
tion in the graduate year, are open to candidates 
for the degree of Master in City Planning. 


MASSACHUSETTS TECH 


CITY PLANNING COMMISSION FOR NEW YORK 


In the proposed new charter for the City of 
New York submitted by the Charter Revision Commis- 
sion it is proposed that a City Planning Commission 
be created consisting of the Chief Engineer of the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment and six members 
to be appointed by the Mayor whose terms will be 
eight years overlapping. The Chairman, also to be 
named by the Mayor, will receive a salary of $15,000 
per year. 

Each Borough President isto appoint an Advis- 
ory Planning Board of three members who will serve 
without compensation. 

It will be the duty of the City Planning Com- 
mission to prepare a master plan, to recommend 
changes in the plan, to pass upon changes in the 
zoning ordinance, to pass upon subdivisions and 
plats and to develop a long-time planning program. 


BIG CITIES COST THE TAXPAYER MORE 


In a series of articles on the "Social Charac- 
teristics of Cities", appearing in the April issue 
of Public Management, organ of the International 
City Managers, Professor W. F. Ogburn of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago reveals some striking facts. We 
learn, for example, that the per capita cost for 
health services is three times greater in cities of 
over one million inhabitants than it is in cities 
of 30,000 to 50,000. 

In the field of recreation the per capita 
costs for cities of 1,000,000, 600,000, 300,000, 
100,000, 50,000 and 30,000 are respectively $2.00, 
$2.30, $1.90, $1.20, $1.00, $0.90; the city of a 
million requiring twice as much money to supply the 
recreation of each citizen as the city of 50,000. 

The cost of education, the cost of library 
services,the cost of courts and police are greater 
in the large city. Regarding the last named there 
is a particularly wide disparity in the cost, the 
larger cities requiring 3 to 6 times the expendi- 
ture per capita that the smaller ones do. 

Summarizing, it is found that the total costs 
of government are larger in the big cities by the 
proportion of roughly 2 to 1, the city of a million 
costing each citizen $104 for annual services while 
those who live in cities of 30,000 pay but $51 for 
the privilege. 





PLANNING AT U. OF S. CALIFORNIA 


For a number of years the University of South- 
ern California has been holding a summer session 
devoted to problems of government. Emphasis is 
given to planning. 

This year an extensive planning program is ar- 
ranged for the week of June 15-19 in connection 
with the 8th Annual Institute of Government. Among 
the speakers listed are L. Deming Tilton,Edward M. 
Bassett, Dr. B. M. Woods, Charles B. Whitnall,Gor- 
don Whitnall, and Reeve Conover. Kenneth Sampson 
is chairman of the Planning Section of the Insti- 
tute of Government. Inquiries can be directed to 
Mr. Sampson at the University in Los Angeles. 
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COLUMBIA BASIN POWER AGENCY RECOMMENDED 


The National Resources Committee, as reported 
in a May 6th news release, has recommended to Con- 
gress the "immediate creation of a Federal corpo- 
rate power agency in the Columbia Basin and early 
consideration of other development problems affect- 
ing the Pacific Northwest". 

The recommendations are based upon the recent 
report of the Pacific Northwest Regional Planning 
Commission. 

The Committee stresses in its recommendations 
the immediate need for legislation as Bonneville 
power will be available in 18 months. A new and 
separate agency for the distribution and marketing 
of power from the dam as recommended in the Colun- 
bia Basin report, is advocated by the Resources 
Committee "to secure for the whole region the bene- 
fits of this large expenditure. 

", . . authority should include distribution 
of the power and establishment of rates to encour- 
age broad use .. . @ policy which will make rates 
similar over large areas .. . and which will con- 
tribute to stabilization of existing communities, 
the appropriate decentralization of new industries, 
the increase of steady employment, increased con- 
sumption of electric energy by farmers and domes- 
tic consumers . . . a& super-power or grid system df 
connected transmissim lines should be constructed." 

The National Resources Committee also recom- 
mended to Congress (1) that the Pacific Northwest 
Region continue its present activities with the as- 
sistance of the cooperating stetes and the Federal 
Government; (2) that forestry, its chief industry, 
be maintained and developed along lines of inten- 
sive management for sustained yields; (3) that the 
economic feasibility of irrigation projects be ex- 
amined by the Regional Commission and the Depart- 
ments of the Interior and Agriculture; (4) that the 
benefits accruing through joint efforts of state 
and federal governments be secured to the people 
through appropriate operating agencies. 
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NRC ASSIGNS WATER CONSULTANTS 


In response to President Roosevelt's request 
for a national water plan, the National Resources 
Committee has announced the assignment of 15 water 
consultants for the study of as many drainage ba- 
sins throughout the 48 states. 

Quoting from a recent release of the Commit- 
tee: "In line with a policy of decentralizing and 
expediting the study of the major drainage basing 
of the country, the Committee announced that the 
new consultants would work inthe field in coopera- 
tion with State and Regional Planning organiza- 
tions. 

"The program contemplates a developed or long- 
range plan for each important drainage basin in the 
United States anda priority list of projects for 
its execution. Flood protection plans, consistent 
with the best conservation and use of waters for 
all purposes, will be developed. .. 

"The director is Frederick H. Fowler of San 
Francisco. The work will be conducted in coopera- 
tion with regional and state planning boards and 
the Water Resources Committee of the National Re- 
sources Committee. 

"In discussing the broader aspects of the pro- 
gram, Secretary Harold L. Ickes,who is also Chair- 


man of the National Resources Committee said: 'In | 
cover the following JF 


our report it is proposed to 
three points with respect to each of the major 
drainage basins: 

1. The outstanding problems of water use and 
control, 

2. The broad outlines of a reasonable and in- 
tegrated plan of development, and 

3. The specific construction and study pro- 
jects which, in the light of available information, 
are consistent with the broad plan. 

"tThe limited time and resources 
for the preparation of this report emphasize the 
need for the close cooperation of state and re- 
gional planning agencies with Federal bureaus and 
organizations concerned with water problems. 

"'State and Regional Planning Boards have of- 
fered help in organizing the cooperation of local 
and state agencies logically interested. The wa- 
ter consultants will need the assistance of such 
agencies as state and local health departments, 
office of the state engineer, state department of 
conservation, and other agencies. 

"'Experience with a similarsurvey nowin pro- 
gress in the basin of the Red River of the North 
furnishes an example of what we hope may be done 
in the national survey. 

"ttn that area the State Planning Boards of 
Minnesota and of North and South Dakota have been 
cooperating with Federal, state and local offi- 
cials in a study which is being given general su- 
pervision by a consultant appointed by the Water 
Resources Committee. The respective State Boards 
initiated conferences 
vey, and the splendid progress that is now being 
realized will make possible the completion of @ 
comprehensive report within 2 or3 months from this 
date.'" 
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IOWA CONFERENCE ON PLANNING 


The Iowa State Planning Board on April 16th 
held amost successful first Conference on Planning. 
Two hundred and thirty persons from 42 counties 
registered during the day and there was a wide 
distribution including the following: 


Chambers of Commerce 24 
City Plan Commission members 17 
County Engineers 7 
County Supervisors 10 
Farm Bureau 36 
Mayors 7 
Newspapers a. 


The Conference was arranged by Dean H. H. Kil- 
dee, Chairman of the Board; Philip Elwood, Consul- 
tant; Ross Matson, Director, and members of the 
staff. 

Six city planning commissions, namely those 
of Ames, Cedar Rapids, Iowa City, Iowa Falls, Em- 
metsburg and Des Moines reported on the progress 
of planning work in those communities. 

The highlight of the Conference was 
by L. S. Hill of Des Moines, Iowa State Adminis- 
trator of WPA. He made a suggestion which should 
be taken to heart by planners, saying, "Just as the 
captain should not get too far ahead of his army, 
the planners should not get too far ahead of their 
public." He had recently urged the Mayor and Coun- 
cil of Des Moines to provide a city planning engi- 
neer. It was his statement that the City of Des 
Moines, because of previously made plans, had re- 
ceived millions of dollars worth of improvements 
through the present WPA program and he felt that, 
with an adequately staffed planning board, further 
benefits could be received. His comment on plan- 
ning was exceedingly interesting. "I doubtif there 
is any similar activity in the City of Des Moines 
which has cashed in $1,000 for every dollar spent." 

In commenting on the activities of the State 
Planning Board which, because of his cooperation, 
have been most extensive and which, in return, have 
made possible an excellent WPA program, he said, 
"If the State Planning Board has done anything 
that isn't worth while, I have been unable to dis- 
cover it and if any city planning board in this 
State has done anything that isn't worth while, I 
have been unable to discover that also." The will- 
ingness of WPA to cooperate with plannin, agencies 
in Iowa accounts for the excellent planning and 
construction work now going on and for the wide- 
Spread interest of the citizens in planning. 


a talk 


NEW DIRECTORS OF ASPO 


Estes Kefauver of Chattanooga, Chairman of the 
Hamilton County Regional Planning Commission; Wil- 
liam Stanley Parker, architect of Boston, member 
of the Boston City Plan Commission, and Ben H. Ki- 
zer, Chairman of the Washington State Planning 
Council and President of the Spokane City Plan Com- 
Mission were elected directors of the American 
Society of Planning Officials at the Richmond Con- 
ference. All of the new directors have been elect- 
ed to serve the Society for three year terms. 





ZONING AMENDMENT 


Janesville, Wisconsin, has amended its zoning 
ordinance so that when a non-conforming use is dis- 
continued for 90 days the premises must thereafter 
be used for purposes permitted by the ordinance. 


PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION 





THE FIELD OF STATE PLANNING. Van Beuren Stanbery, 
consultant, Oregon State Planning Board. A paper 
presented to the Third Pacific Northwest Regional 
Planning Conference, Spokane, Washington. Febru- 
ary 13, 1936. llpp.mimeo.chart. 


MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY PLANNING LEGISLATION AND PRO- 
CEDURES IN NEW JERSEY. Prepared and issued by the 
New Jersey State Planning Board, Trenton, New Jer- 
sey. 1936. 69pp. 


CLACKAMAS COUNTY (OREGON) PLANNING BOARD - DISTINC- 
TIVE FEATURES OF PLANNING PROCEDURE. L. C. Stoll, 
executive secretary, Clackamas County Planning 
Board and Van Beuren Stanbery, consultant, Nation- 
al Resources Committee. April 27, 1936. l2pp. 
mimeo. 


CLACKAMAS COUNTY (OREGON) PLANNING BOARD - ACCOM- 
PLISHMENTS OF CLACKAMAS COUNTY PLANNING BOARD. A 
demonstration of county planning. February 1, 1936. 
16pp.mimeo. 
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Courtesy Public Affairs Committee 
and Pictorial Statistics, inc. 
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WASHINGTON NEWS LETTER 
Richard E. Saunders, Correspondent 


It Slays to Advertise: Sometimes it does not pay 
to advertise. This is particularly true in the 
great game of politics when it comes to revealing 
long-term plans on the eve of an election. Thus we 
have one good reason why the Administration is in- 
clined to play down long-term planning in connec- 
tion with the federal relief policy. 





Least Common Denominator: Another even more im- 
portant reason is that the President does not be- 
lieve the thing is ready to jell yet. Asitis now, 
private industry is on its mettle to provide as many 
jobs as possible in as short a time as possible. 
Obviously, a year-to-year program is conducive to 
business effort in this respect; a program that 
carries both the promise of curtailed federal ac- 
tivities if business shoulders more of the load and 
the threat of expansion if it doesn't. Also the 
present policy is passing back to the states the 
responsibility of looking after the unemployables. 
One year more and the Federal Government will know 
how small the relief load can be reduced. Then and 
not until then will it be expedient to crystallize 
things. Premature action would only make somebody 
lie down on the job. 





Long Range Plan: When the time is ripe, the im- 
pression is gaining ground that the President will 
come out with a two-way plan providing for federal 
aid to the states in making straight relief pay- 
ments and for public works assistance. This last 
part of it would probably consist of a planned and 
coordinated program of federal, state, and local 
public works. Federal loans would be made avail- 
able to localities and states that need such aid. 
Of course if the President is not reelected, that 
will be something else again. Nevertheless, im- 
partial experts in Washington feel that no matter 
who is elected, the course plotted in respect to 
relief will not be far different. The problem is 
@ real one and will not be changed by an election. 
And eventually, it will require a real solution. 





More WPA: Meanwhile, we are to have one more year 
of WPA. The House has approved a bill making 
$1,425,000,000 available for continuing the WPA 
for another year. Efforts to earmark some of the 
money ~ for the PWA have been unsuccessful in the 
House. A more determined fight will be made in the 
Senate, but is expected to fail also. The atti- 
tude of the Administration in this respect has been 
made abundantly clear. Large projects of the pub- 
lic works type simply will not provide enough jobs 
in time. 


Lump Sum Allocations: A rough breakdown showing 
proposed expenditures for various type projects 
was submitted by Mr. Hopkins. By action of the 
House, this breakdown was written into the bill. 
It is as follows: 

Highways, streets and roads, $413,250,000; 
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Public buildings, $156,750,000; 

Parks and other recreational facilities, 
$156 , 750,000; 

Public utilities, $171,000,000; 

Flood control, $128,000,000; 

White collar projects, $85,000,000; 

Women's projects, $85,500,000; 

Miscellaneous, $71,250,000; 

National Youth Administration, $71,250,000; 

Resettlement Administration and farm relief pro- 
jects, $81,500,000. 


Sensible Projects: There is unmistakable evidence 
that the WPA will shoot for a "higher" type of pro- 
ject this time. The trend will run more _ toward 
construction work. Since this will be so, a some- 
what different method of supervision will be neces- 
sary. Obviously, the more construction work there 
is, the more necessary it will beto provide trained 
supervisors. All this points to the necessity for 
working out some system for management contracts. 





Farm Planning: In some cases, the regulation of 
agricultural crops by the soil conservation method 
is not direct enough. Congress has therefore been 
induced by the southern tobacco growing states to 
extend its approval to interstate compacts for pro- 
duction control. The Secretary of Agriculture for 
the Federal Government is authorized to fix the 
base at the request of the interstate commission. 
State planning boards are expected to play an in- 
portunt part in guiding the interstate commission 
if the plan is actually set in motion. At present, 
there is some doubt that the plan can be started 
this year. This is because the states are not 
falling over themselves in approving the compact. 
Only Virginia has given its approval so far. 





Industries March Out: Commerce department studies 
show that industry, while not decentralizing, is 
nevertheless shifting its location. These studies 
are tentative but they are sufficient to showa 
trend. The point is that manufacturing plants have 
a tendency to move to the less congested parts of 
the present industrial areas. This moving out 
brings in its wake a housing problem of a most de- 
cided sort. Officials of the Department take the 
position that county and regional planning become 
more important than ever if the forming of new 
slums is to be prevented. On the other hand, they 
believe that if this dispersion is carried out un- 
der a coordinated plan, some of the present sub- 
standard housing conditions can be corrected. 





New Housing Bill: Tired of waiting for an inter- 
departmental committee to agree upon a housing 
bill, Senator Wagner has prepared one of his ow. 





He has put it in the legislative hopper and mean- | 
while has sought the President out to get his § 


blessing. As drafted, the bill authorizes a direct 
appropriation of $326,000,000 and power to issue 
bonds up to $550,000,000. The President has given 
the measure a belated blessing, but has indicated 
that he would like the amount of the appropriation 
toned down. 
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PLANNING (INCLUDING ZONING) 
LAW AND LEGISLATION 
Prepared By Alfred Bettman 


Validity of Permission of Municipal Recreational 
Uses but Exclusion of Commercial Recreational Uses 
in Residence District: 

McCarter et al. vs. Beckwith et al., Appellate 
Division, Supreme Court of New York (January 1936) 
565 New York Supplement 151. Action was brought 
by neighboring property owners to enjoin operation 
of a bathing beach upon defendant's property lo- 
cated on Long Island Sound. The bathing beach was 
conducted bya so-called club, but the disguise was 
thin and the commercial nature of the operation was 
obvious. Persons going to the bathing beach used 
a path across the properties of the plaintiff. The 
zoning ordinance permitted "municipal recreational 
buildings, playgrounds, parks and municipal build- 
ings" in the district. Defendant claimed that this 
could be interpreted as permitting privately-owned 
playgrounds or parks. The court, however, inter- 
preted, and rightly interpreted, the clause to be 
restricted to municipal playgrounds and parks and 
further expressed a doubt whether "playgrounds" or 
"parks" include bathing beaches. The defendant at- 
tacked the constitutionality of the clause as thus 
interpreted, on the ground that it permitted muni- 
cipally operated recreational uses while prohibi- 
ting such uses when privately operated. The court 
upheld the classification; holding it to be a rea- 
sonable classification,in that the commercial ele- 
ment is not present to the same degree in a munic- 
ipal recreational use and such use can be more 
readily regulated. 











Validity of Permit Governed by Zoning Ordinance at 
Time of Issuance Thereof: 

Rosenbush vs. Keller, Commissioner of Build- 
ings, Appellate Division, Supreme Court of New York 
(February 1936), 285 New York Supplement 656. At 
the time at which petitioner submitted and obtained 
approval of his plans for a gasoline filling sta- 
tion, such use of his property at the intended lo- 
cation was permitted by the zoning ordinance. Lat- 
er he applied for a permit to proceed with the con- 
struction of the filling station, and the permit 
was issued. In the meantime, however, the zoning 
ordinance had been amended so as to prohibit a 
filling station at that location; and when the 
building commissioner discovered this he proceeded 
to cancel the permit. Petitioner's action was for 
the purpose of setting aside this cancellation. 
The court decided against the petitioner and in 
favor of the building commissioner, on the ground 
that the provisions of the zoning ordinance at the 
time of the issuance of the permit determined the 
validity of the permit. 











Ordinance (Not Zoning) Prohibiting Gas, Oil, and 


Ice Stations -md Other Commercial Uses Without Con- 
sent of Designated Percentage of Property-Owners 
Invalid: 


Klumpp et al. vs. Rhoades et al., Supreme 








Court of Illinois (February 1936), 200 N. EB. 153. 
In 1925 the defendant began to use a garage build- 
ing on his lot as a gas, oil, and ice station from 
which gas, oil, and ice were sold. At that time 
there existed an ordinance which prohibited a gas, 
oil or ice station and certain other businesses in 
residence blocks, except with the consent of two- 
thirds of the property owners, according to front- 
age, on both sides of the street. The defendant's 
property was in sucha block. He presented some 
property-owners!' consents, but whether or not they 
were sufficient to comply with the provisions of 
the ordinance is not clear. At any rate, the per- 
mit for the gas, oil and ice station was never is- 
sued, but the defendant proceeded to operate with- 
out it. 

In 1931 the zoning ordinance was enacted and 
contained a provision exempting lawful non conform- 
ing uses from the prohibitions of the zoning ordi- 
nance. As the zoning ordinance prohibited gas, oil 
and ice stations within the zone on which defend- 
ant's property was located, the question arose 
whether the said uses of the property fell within 
the exemption as a lawful non-conforming use, and 
this in turn involved the question whether the said 
earlier ordinance was valid. The court held that 
the said ordinance was not valid, the most deci- 
sive reason being that, excepting by means of a 
zoning ordinance,the city had been granted no pow- 
er to regulate the locution of any business not a 
nuisance per se,and that retailing of gas, oil and 
ice is not a nuisence per se. Consequently said 
use was an existing lawful non-conforming use and 
could not be enjoined. 





NEW MASSACHUSETTS ENABLING ACT 


Massachusetts nas just enacted a new city and 
town planning enabling act. It is full of details 
worthy of discussion, but space permits only sum- 
mary remarks upon a few of its phases. It defines 
planning in the comprehensive manner which is in- 
dicated in the model acts, and adopts the principle 
of a planning report upon each matter which falls 
within the planning field, with the requirement of 
a two-thirds vote of the legislative body to over- 
rule the planning commission's report. A great 
forward step is the inclusion of subdivision regu- 
lation by the planning board along the lines de- 
veloped in the model acts. As a sanction behind 
the subdivision regulation, it permits the require- 
ment of street development and utilities as a con- 
dition of the approval of the plat; and also per- 
mits the planning board to require in proper cases 
that the plat show a park or parks suitably lo- 
cated for playyround or recreational purposes. It 
includes the progressive step of permitting with- 
holding of approval of a plat where the land is of 
such character and cannot be used for building pur- 
poses without danger to health. It also includes 
the sanctionsof withholding of municipal utilities 
or improvements, including water supply or sewage 
facilities from any unapproved subdivision. 

The act is a great forward step in Massachu- 
setts. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


HOUSING OFFICIALS YEARBOOK - 1936. Coleman Wood- 
bury, National Association of Housing Officials, 
850 East 58th Street, Chicago, Illinois, 1936. 
244pp. $2.00. (This "Yearbook" contains articles 
by the various Federal housing agencies,the status 
of housing in the states and cities, a description 
of the activities of housing authorities, the sta- 
tus of housing in England, a list of housing agen- 
cies and members and a tabulation of legislative 
acts affecting housing. It is an excellent compi- 
lation of housing data. 

We regret that the planning aspects of hous- 
ing have been almost entirely overlooked. Certain- 
ly the importance of planning a housing project is 
given no emphasis. The impossibility of doing suit- 
able housing without planning is not mentioned. 
Even in a description of the work of the various 
sub-committees of the Central Housing Committee, 
although one sub-committee is called "Planning and 
Initiation", no planning activities as such are 
described.) 


AN APPROACH TO COUNTY PLANNING. Appanoose County. 
Iowa State Planning Board. April 1956. 109pp. 
mimeo.photos,maps,graphs,charts,tables. 


PRELIMINARY SUGGESTIONS FOR ORGANIZATION OF COUNTY 
PLANNING. Iowa State Plenniny Board prepared for 
the Iowa Conference on Planning. Iowa State Col- 
lege, Ames, Iowa, April 16, 1936. 7pp.appendix. 


QUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING BOARD REPORT-19355. 
county Regional Planning Board, 1400 South 
Rochester, New York, 1936. 9pp.typed. 


& COMPENDIUM OF MAPS AND CHARTS PERTAINING TO STATE 
IN OKLAHOMAa. Oklahoma State Planning 
Board, State Capitol, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
April 1936. 132pp.maps,charts,graphs. (In the 
Foreword it is stated that "The studies presented 
in this volume are intended toafford a quick grasp 
pertinent information on aspects of the physical 
hy of the State, history, population, land- 
industries and mineral resources, transporta- 
public institutions, educational facilities, 
rvation of natural resources, health problems 
he operationof Federal und relief agencies.") 
STATE PLANNING BOARD - FIRST ANNUAL 
FOR THE YEAR 1955. State of Khode Island 
rovidence Plantations, 520 Potters Avenue, 
Providence, Rhode Island, January 25, 1936. 67pp. 
meps,graphs,tables. (The Knode Island JSoard has 
undertaken work which falls under the following 
three clessifications: "(1) the assembling and co- 
ordinetion of basic deta pertaining to Khode Is- 
land, intended to present an accurete picture of 
the state as it exists today and to reveal both its 
end its faults; (2) consideration of 
submitted by various stete ayencies for 
epprovel; and (%) the preparation of studies for 
the ultimete purpose of making & meester plan 4s 4 
guide for the growth of Rhode Island.") 
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MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY PLANNING LEGISLATION AND PRO- 
CEDURES IN NEW JERSEY. New Jersey State Planning 
Board, Trenton, New Jersey, March 1936. 64pp, 
$.25. (The object of this booklet is stated in its 
foreword as follows: "Assistance to and guidance 
of county and municipal planning come therefore a- 
mong the primary interests and responsibilities of 
the State Planning Board. It is with the object 
of clarifying local planning procedures in New Jer- 
sey,under the several plannin, enabling acts, that 
this booklet has been prepared and is being made 
available to those county and municipal officials 
and interested citizens who are now or may be en- 
gaged in planning for their respective communi- 
ties.") 


THE NATIONAL RESOURCES BOARD BILL; a radio address 
by Hon. Maury Maverick, Member of the House of Rep- 
resentatives from Texas. Washington, D. C., April 
9, 1936. (Reprinted from the Congressional Record) 


TESTING GROUNDS FOR SOCIAL PLANNING; the promise 
of the South, a test of American regionalism. Hor- 
ard W. Odum. In "Plan Age" for February 1936, 
pp.1-26. 


ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATION OF FEDERAL AGENCIES 
CONCERNED WITH HOUSING. Central Housing Committee, 
Washington, D. C., 1936. 17pp. (This valuable 
compilation contains organization charts, summary 
descriptions of the purpose, status, legislative 
scope, financing policies, etc. of the various 
housing agencies which lie within the Federal Gov- 
ernment framework. ) 


PLANNING PROGRAMS LIMITED UNDER WORK RELIEF.  Her- 
old M. Lewis, Engineer and Planning Consultant, 
Regional Plan Association,Inc., New York City. Ap 
pears in "Civil Engineering" for March 1936. pp. 
162-166. 


HOUSING FOR THE FAMILY. Women's City Club of Net 
York, 22 Park Avenue. March 1936. 40pp. photo- 
lithographed,plates. $.25. (This study of "hous- 
ing essentials compiled from interviews with Ne 
York housewives" approaches housing from the vier 
point of the ultimate user. We recommend it as # 
interesting approach to the problem.) The stud 
opens with the following: "Perhaps the firs 
statement that we should make is that the investi- 
gators did not, ina single instance, find coal 
stored in the bath tub." 


REPORT OF THE TAXATION COMMITTEE OF THE NORTH Dé 
KOTA STATE PLANNING BOARD. North Dakota Stat 
Planning Board, Bismarck, North Dakota, 1935. 
33pp. typed. 


A PRELIMINAKY REPORT ON TRANSPORTATION: an air-wa 
development program for North Dakota. North Dakot 
State Planning Board, Bismarck, North Dakota, 1955. 
10pp. ("It is the objective of the North Dako’ 
State Planning Board to assemble all of the det 
and facts concerning transportation in this Ste 
and then to integrate these individual reports it 
to a planned program.") 





